
LSTA – LIBRARIAN AS INSTRUCTIONAL LEADER 

MINI-GRANT REPORTING & ASSESSING AUTHENTIC LEARNING ASSESSMENT  

Report for the Winter/Spring Authentic Assessment Mini-Grants Post to http://informationliteracywactc.pbwiki.com -- Due 
June 18, 2010 

The purpose of this report is to reflect on your learning and to create a repository of shared ideas and strategies for 

Washington state community and technical college libraries. 

Project Summary (limit to 200 words) 

The liaison librarian for Basic & Transitional Studies division collaborated with two ESL faculty to develop 

IL class assignments for lower level ESL classes.  For ESL Level 3 Reading, they created a new class 

assignment, and for ESL College Prep, they revised an existing IL assignment. 

Participants – Who worked on this project? 

Librarians:  Sharon Spence-Wilcox 

Faculty:  Rebecca Tesdell 

Class name(s) and approximate number of students involved:  ESL Level 3 Reading, 9am & 12pm 

Learning Outcomes or Project Outcomes – What did you want the students to be able to do? OR What did you intend to 

accomplish? 

  Recognize the purpose of the library’s various service points and collections 

  Be comfortable using the library 

Curriculum – What did the students need to know? What content needed to be covered? 

  Signs in the library help direct users to collections and services 

  Librarians and staff work in the library to serve students 

Pedagogy – What were the setting and learning activities for the students to gain/develop these abilities? 

Welcome Q & A:  Who -– What –- When -– Where – Why [see handout] 

Library Tour 

Reference Desk 

 Ask for help to find something in the library 
Reference Collection 

 Read signs [blue REFERENCE] and call numbers P for dictionaries 
ESL/ERA Collection 

 Browse easy paperback books – some with CDs – News For You 
Media Collection  

 Look for videos to help with pronunciation, grammar, conversation 
Copy Machines 

 Pay 10c per page to copy from reference books 
Computers 

 Available to all students for Internet, Email, Word 
 Prepay 3c per page to print using student id card or print card 

http://informationliteracywactc.pbwiki.com/


Circulation Desk 

 Check out and return library books, videos, CDs, laptops, etc. 
 Borrow Course Reserves 

Return to the classroom for wrap-up 
Assessment – How did the students demonstrate the learning? What assessment did you design for students? (Provide links 

to assessment tools you used in the wiki) 

  Students ask questions during the tour 

  Students return to the classroom for think/pair/share exercise “Name something new or important 
you learned on the library tour.” 

Criteria – How did you (instructor and librarian) know the students had done this well?  How did you judge/evaluate the 

performance? 

  Students completed the “Getting to Know the Library” assignment consisting of 4 matching and 8 fill-
in-the-blank questions and turn in to the ESL instructor one day after the library visit.  The librarian 
and instructor developed the rubric below, graded the homework, and compiled the assessment 
data. 

IL OUTCOME 
Emerging  

[0 - 4 points] 

Developing  

[5 - 7 points] 

Competent  

[8 - 10 points] 

Strong  

[11 – 12 points] 

IDENTIFY 

OPTIONS 

Identifies the attributes 

of a minimal number of 

the resources and 

services visited and 

described during the 

library workshop, using 

memory, the handout, 

and clues from the 

assignment. 

Identifies the attributes 

of some of the resources 

and services visited and 

described during the 

library workshop, using 

memory, the handout, 

and clues from the 

assignment. 

Identifies the attributes 

of many of the resources 

and services visited and 

described during the 

library workshop, using 

memory, the handout, 

and clues from the 

assignment. 

Identifies the attributes 

of most or all of the 

resources and services 

visited and described 

during the library 

workshop, using 

memory, the handout, 

and clues from the 

assignment. 

Data – What data did you collect?  How did the students perform? Please include the data (even if you have to mail it to us) if 

at all possible.   

About 3 or 4 students from both sections missed the workshop but completed the assignment, and their 
scores are included in the chart below. 

Section Emerging  

[0-4 pts] 

Developing  

[5-7 pts] 

Competent  

[8-10 pts] 

Strong  

[11-12 pts] 

9am 

26 

students 

5 0 14 7 

12pm 

19 

students 

2 7 4 6 

 

  



Best Practices – What Best Practice would you pass on to other librarians or discipline faculty? 

Foster student engagement from the beginning of the workshop by explaining the purpose of their visit 
(library tour and homework assignment), and ask them to share their perception of libraries, and what 
they hope to gain from the experience. 

Key learning – What’s your observation or reflection on this project?  What did you or the faculty member learn from this 

project? 

  Give a shorter introduction in the classroom prior to the walking tour where students are invited to 
share their experience using libraries in the U.S. or elsewhere, instead of the librarian giving a mini-
lecture on the Welcome section of the handout. 

  Allot more time for browsing the easy paperbacks and ESL collection at the end of the tour. 

  During the introduction, advise students that there will be an assignment based on the tour and the 
handout; encourage them to ask questions about vocabulary they don’t understand. 

  Refer to the handout during the tour to reinforce new vocabulary related to the library. 

  Allot more time in the classroom at the end of the tour and following the chance to browse the ESL 
collection for students to do a Think/Pair/Share exercise on something new or important they 
learned, and to give time for them to ask questions of the librarian and instructor. 

  Instructor circles incorrect responses and returns homework to students, projects the blank 
assignment on the overhead screen, and invites students to make corrections to their papers as 
needed.  This is another opportunity for reinforcement of the learning outcomes. 

  Ideas to assess “comfort/confidence level using the library”: 

o I will come back to the library:   Yes  |  Maybe  |  No 

o Measure the number of library transactions for each student for the remainder of the quarter 
following the library workshop 

o Require students to return to the library to check out the homework assignment from the 
reserves desk 

o Require students to return to the library to check out a book from the easy paperback 
collection, read it, and write a sentence about the book.  This option works best if the course 
has no reader already assigned; otherwise students would be hard-pressed to find extra time 
for ‘pleasure’ reading. 

 


